
Women Are More Than Half of The Workforce

The labor participation 
rate for women is 56.7% 
as of February 2022

70% of the workforce is male

The labor participation rate 
for women peaks at 60%
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50 Years After the Equal Pay Act, 
The Wage Gap Persists
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The labor participation rate for women is still above 50%, but has 
been declining since 1999.

Most Mothers Are 
Working Moms
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Labor force participation rate of 
mothers by age of youngest child
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What is “Women’s Work” Today?
Top 10 female-majority professions in the United States, 1920 vs. 2020

Infographic: Women in the Workforce
During the COVID-19 pandemic, ongoing closures of schools and daycare centers forced many 
women from the workforce to assume childcare responsibilities. In September of 2020, the 
share of women who were employed and at work was the lowest it had been since 1985. Here 
are some key facts about women in the workforce we’ve compiled for Women’s History Month.
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Median earnings for women in 2021 were 83.1 
percent of the median for men, however this 
gap varies by race and ethnicity. The gender gap 
also increases as women age.


